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on August 1 8 and, according to our records, was conveyed to the
President by Admiral Nomura on August 23. For a Prime Minister
of Japan thus to shatter all precedent and tradition in this land of
subservience to precedent and tradition, and to wish to come hat in
hand, so to speak, to meet the President of the United States on
American soil, is a gauge of the determination of the Government
to undo the vast harm already accomplished in alienating our powerful
and progressively angry country.
Just now, at the end of September, the conversations have been
making little apparent progress and the desired goal is by no means
in sight even though the Japanese Government professes to believe
that it has already met our desiderata all along the line. It has not
done so, simply because the mentality of the Japanese is such that
it cannot bring itself to express the commitments, which it claims it
is prepared to undertake, in concise, unambiguous language. They
present formulae in phraseology which leave the points at issue
open to the widest interpretation, befogging rather than clarifying
those issues, and then express surprise that we do not accept those
formulae hook, bait, and sinker and proceed to arrange for an
immediate meeting between the responsible heads of the two Govern-
ments. Prince Konoye's warship is ready waiting to take him to
Honolulu or Alaska x or any other place designated by the President,
and his staff of the highest military, naval, and civil officers is chosen
and rarin3 to go.
Meanwhile, I have tried my level best to paint to our Government
an accurate picture of the situation in Japan. A telegram of fifteen
pages, one of the longest that Fvc ever sent, went forward on
September 29. It aimed to give a clear and, I am convinced, an
accurate presentation of the situation in Japan with regard to the
current conversations, but I made it clear that I was looking at the
subject from the point of view of this Embassy and that my discussion
was sent with all deference to the far wider field of view of the
President and Mr. Hull. They have to reckon with American public
opinion, which seems to be steadily growing in favour of stronger
measures against Japan, and also, of course, they must consider the
world situation as a whole, of which the Far East is only one segment
although closely bound up with everything else.
I have just had occasion to re-read some of my past letters and
telegrams in which I had indicated that the time for conciliation
had then gone by and advocated a strong policy in our dealings
with Japan. I still believe in every word that 1 then wrote when I
pointed out that the present efforts of the Japanese Government to
1 After the outbreak of war a rumour was current in the United States that the
proposed meeting between President Roosevelt and Prince Konoye was to tab
place on a Japanese battleship and that the intention of the Japanese was to Hdnap
the President. This theory was, of course, devoid of foundation. Prince Koaoye**
proposal was that the meeting should take place on American soil, in Honolufa
or Alaska, or any other place that the President might suggest.

